Co-transfected SV40 origin of replication activates expression from SV40 promoterless constructs.
Co-transfection with expression plasmids is widely used to control DNA uptake efficiency in transient transfection experiments. However, a number of problems have been associated with their use. Here, we describe the activation of expression of constructs not containing the simian virus 40 (SV40) origin of replication (ori) by co-transfection in COS-7 cells with plasmids containing the SV40 ori. This effect has consequences for the use of such plasmids to control transfection efficiency.